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POLICE — CRIME RATES — MANDURAH 
Grievance 

MR Z.R.F. KIRKUP (Dawesville) [9.12 am]: My grievance today is to the Minister for Police and relates to 
crime in Mandurah. I appreciate the minister taking my grievance this morning. I hope that the minister is aware 
by now that on the weekend more than 400 people congregated at the rotunda on the eastern foreshore in Mandurah 
as part of a rally to demand that more police patrol and be stationed in the city centre as part of a permanent police 
presence 24 hours a day. The rally came about because the community is concerned about the rate of crime across 
the Mandurah policing district. 
When I talk about the Mandurah district, I point to the efforts that the government made recently—about a year and 
a half ago—to change the composition of the police district of Mandurah not only in the area that I represent, but also 
across the Mandurah policing district more broadly. Unfortunately, the Western Australia Police Force must now 
service 81 suburbs in the Mandurah district—as far north as Hope Valley, as far east as Inglehope, and as far south 
as Clifton, which is in the electorate that I represent, and control 27 suburbs in the Mandurah subdistrict. In the 
Pinjarra subdistrict there are 15 suburbs; in Dwellingup, there are 10; in Rockingham, 12; and in Kwinana, 17. All 
these areas must be patrolled and crime must be responded to out of the Mandurah Police Station, where in some 
instances very few officers are available to do the job. This has meant that in the last financial year, we have seen an 
eight per cent rise in crime in Mandurah. That is an unacceptable rise in crime in our community. We know that in 
a number of suburbs in particular, the rise in crime has gone well above eight per cent. In Herron, for example, in the 
last financial year home burglaries increased 207 per cent. In Dudley Park, there has been a 60 per cent increase in 
home burglaries. In Halls Head there has been an 87.5 per cent increase in commercial burglaries. In Falcon, a home 
or business is being robbed or stolen from every two days. That is an increase of 15 per cent on the year before. 
Police officers are coming to me out of uniform—in some instances, retired police officers—saying that the recent 
changes to the policing model in the Mandurah subdistrict and to police patrols in the area that I and the member for 
Mandurah represent has resulted in officers being removed from Mandurah Police Station. I have been told that an 
estimated 30 police officers are no longer at Mandurah Police Station, that local sergeants are gone—a figure that has 
been confirmed by the inspector of the Peel region himself—that officers are stressed and are not getting their meal 
breaks, and that a significant number of officers are taking sick and stress leave, which means, unfortunately, that 
there are now fewer police officers on the streets in Mandurah and the community that I represent. 
As well as an increase in the percentage of crimes committed, we have heard awful stories about young people 
being assaulted and bricked in the mall; a grandfather who sells fruit on Saturday mornings at the farmers’ market 
on the Smart Street Mall being assaulted; businesses being ramraided twice in two days, which led to the loss of 
$100 000 worth of goods; and stores in Falcon being hit multiple times as part of a concerted effort by a ring of 
criminals who steal very quickly from a number of shops by getting in and out in minutes, resulting in tens of 
thousands of dollars of stock being lost from commercial premises. It should be of little surprise then to learn that 
the people of my district are concerned about the rate of crime in our community, and that is why an unprecedented 
number of people came together at that rally. They were joined by the member for Canning, Andrew Hastie; the 
WA Leader of the Liberal Party, Liza Harvey; the shadow Minister for Police, Peter Katsambanis; and me. The 
member for Mandurah also attended. We came together to express our concern about the rate of crime in Mandurah 
and to call upon the government to do something about it. 
The community agreed to three things at that rally. First and foremost, they want to express their support for our 
Western Australian police officers who do an outstanding job in the community, obviously, with very constrained 
resources and now, as we have found, with reduced numbers. The second thing that the people of my community 
call for is a permanent police presence in the Mandurah CBD. It does not have to be a police station or anything 
like that; they just want a fixed police presence in the CBD. We know that the physical presence of police officers 
ensures a reduction in crime and dissuades people from engaging in criminal activity in the first place, and it is 
a fantastic response to antisocial behaviour at night. The last thing that the community asks for is more police 
resources in Mandurah. We know that Mandurah Police Station needs to be expanded and more police officers are 
needed in Mandurah, which is a growing area. 
My grievance today is something that I wish I did not have to do. I wish that we did not have to rally on the foreshore 
in Mandurah, because the people of Mandurah do not want crime to define them. We all believe in the great beauty 
of our city. We all believe that the antisocial behaviour that we have seen on the front pages of The West Australian, 
in the media and on nightly news on television should not define our city. It is far better than that. We have a great 
vision for our city. All community leaders want to march ahead together, but we cannot continue that march for 
progress and development in our city if we keep getting dragged behind because the crime rate is going up by 
eight per cent, because police officers have left, because grandfathers are getting bashed on the streets while selling 
fruit, because young people are getting bricks to the head when leaving a nightclub, when businesses are being 
robbed, and when licensed venues consistently have to throw patrons out because of antisocial behaviour. 
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On behalf of my community, I will present in the coming weeks a petition with thousands of signatures calling on 
the minister to listen to our community, to invest in more police officers in our community and to get a permanent 
police presence in our CBD. That is what our community deserves. We want more people in Mandurah. I think it 
is a fair to say that after an eight per cent rise in crime, something is broken and this government needs to step in 
and fix the situation in Mandurah. 
MRS M.H. ROBERTS (Midland — Minister for Police) [9.19 am]: I thank the member for Dawesville for his 
grievance. Had he not raised it today, I was going to ask a dorothy dixer question on this issue at question time, 
because of his misrepresentation of the facts and the misrepresentation and hypocrisy of the member for Scarborough 
when it comes to Mandurah. 
Several members interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Members! 
Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: I think it is a great shame that the member for Dawesville is trying to build his reputation on 
trashing the reputation of Mandurah. Mandurah is a beautiful place. He is trying to make out that it is the crime capital 
of Western Australia. Nothing could be further from the truth. He has built that on lies and mistruths. He is saying that 
crime is surging and police numbers are down. I notice that he has not mentioned response times, because it is a given 
that they are better. The fact of the matter is that the Liberal Party went to the election with the promise of zero extra 
police officers, so I do not know where it would have ever got the extra police officers from. We have engaged over 
150 extra police officers now at the Commissioner of Police’s disposal. We also have over 120 additional people 
targeting methamphetamine, the driver of much of the crime that the member for Dawesville is talking about. 
Let us deal with some of the facts. The fact of the matter is that the former government gutted police services in 
Mandurah and we saw double-digit increases in crime month after month. If we compare the last two years when 
the member for Scarborough was Minister for Police, March 2015 to March 2017, with our two years of 
government, crimes against property and the person have decreased by 13 per cent. That includes a 22 per cent fall 
in burglaries, a 16 per cent fall in robberies and a 24 per cent fall in motor vehicle theft. That is the record of our 
two years compared with the two years in office of his leader, the member for Scarborough. That did not come about 
by accident; it happened because the previous government removed the district status of Mandurah. It became like 
a suburb of Fremantle. It lost its district status; it was taken from it. Its district office was moved to Myaree. That was 
the district office for Mandurah under the Liberal government. The previous government took away the traffic 
branch. No longer was there a traffic branch in Mandurah; the previous government took that away, too.  
What have we done in response and why have we got a significant decrease in crime? The fact of the matter is that 
the figures do not lie. They are the figures provided to me by Western Australia Police Force; they are the figures 
available on the police website. The member for Dawesville tries to find a small section of figures that he can use 
to his own political advantage—that he can stoke the fires and wind up the community with. I saw him on the TV 
waving his arms around, flourishing away there, making out that Mandurah was in the depths of some crime 
epidemic. Yes, there have been some tragic crimes in Mandurah; yes, crimes have occurred in just about every 
suburb in Western Australia. Think about the legacy that the previous government left us: double-digit increases 
in crime and huge blowouts in response times, as officers had to traverse a mega-district—that failed metropolitan 
operating model. Yes, the Liberal Party put Dawesville and Mandurah into a metropolitan operating model in 
which officers were having to traverse from as far away as Fremantle and beyond. They now have a local model. 
We have additional resources there. The mental health co-response teams are responding there. We have additional 
traffic enforcement. We have also increased the number of regional operations groups from two to three and 
increased the total number of officers in those groups so that if an episode occurs, as they do all around the 
metropolitan area and beyond, we have that mobile group, the regional operations group, that can respond if there 
is, for example, an unruly situation in the Smart Street Mall. 
The fact of the matter is that the police have been doing an excellent job. They have been responding quickly and 
dealing effectively with the crimes, because not only are response times better, not only are crime rates down, but 
the police are solving more crimes in a timely fashion. I will point to a couple of recent episodes. A fishing tackle 
place had about 70 fishing reels stolen one day. It was big news; it was on the TV. What did not get as much 
coverage was when, the very next day the police, headed by Rockingham detectives who had been following up 
on a number of inquiries about offences over the past couple of weeks, caught an alleged offender. They charged 
him with stealing a car, I think from Melville, and a range of other offences. They went to his home, they retrieved 
every one of those fishing reels and they put the offender before court. That offender was not granted bail. That is the 
kind of good and immediate police work that we are seeing. There was a lot of publicity about a big brawl in the 
Smart Street Mall a couple of months ago. I asked police, “How long did it take you to arrive in the Smart Street Mall?” 
They said, “About two and a half minutes. Minister, we were definitely there in under three minutes.” 
I understand that these incidents are frightening. I have seen them and we all have seen them. We only need to 
look at the news each night to see that crime occurs. We know though that we have a significant decrease in crime 
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under the McGowan government. That has not come about by accident; that has come about because of the 
strategies that the new police commissioner has put in front. It is because of the resources that we have provided 
to the Commissioner of Police. It is because we are now operating an eight-district model and we have restored 
Mandurah’s district status. We have dedicated officers operating in a narrow area supporting Mandurah. 
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